
2021 GBR OPTIMIST TEAM SELECTION TRIALS
NOTICE OF RACE

30th April - 3rd May 2021
At the Weymouth and Portland National Sailing Academy

http://ioca.uk/trials

Organising Authority: International Optimist Class Association (UK) in conjunction with the
Weymouth and Portland National Sailing Academy

1. RULES AND ADVERTISING
1.1 Racing will be governed by the rules as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing.
1.2 The (UK) Major Event Instructions (MEIs) 2021 will apply.
1.3 RRS Appendix T arbitration will apply. MEI 1.3, 14.5, 16.7 and 16.9. will not apply.

2. ENTRIES AND FEES
2.1 Entry shall be made by invitation from IOCA (UK).
2.2 Entry shall be made via the IOCA (UK) Event Website, and the official Entry Form shall

be submitted with the declaration of the Parent/Guardian.
2.3 There will be a single Main fleet and no Regatta fleet.
2.4 Registration will be carried out using an online form and will require declaration of the

following:
a) The online measurement declaration form has been completed.
b) Adequate third party insurance of at least £3,000,000

2.5 In line with the standard IOCA conditions of entry, entries will only be confirmed once
the entry fee has been paid. While the entry fee remains unpaid that entry will remain
on the waiting list.

2.6 All promotions from waiting list to confirmed entries will depend on payment of entry
fees and available space at the sole discretion of the Organising Authority.

2.7 Entry closes on 5th April 2021 - entries will only be accepted after this in exceptional
circumstances and at the sole discretion of the Organising Authority.

2.8 The Entry Fee will be £200 and shall be paid via the online ’GoCardless’ payment
system.

2.9 Entry fees that remain unpaid at 5th April 2021 will be subject to an additional late entry
charge of 20% of the entry fee.

2.10 For entries withdrawn before 19th April 2021 80% of the fee will be refunded; otherwise
there will be no refunds.

3. NOTICE TO COMPETITORS
3.1 The MEIs, NOR & SSIs will be published in advance on the event website.
3.2 Official Notice board is located at http://ioca.uk/onb
3.3 In addition to the Official Notice Board, the Organising Authority may send messages to

competitors and support persons via the Instant Messaging Application, Telegram.
Details are provided in the MEIs Attachment G.

3.4 Competitors should note that it is anticipated that all communication for this event will
be online and that the WPNSA Wi-Fi system may not be accessible.  Competitors are
advised that they may wish to have a device which can connect to the internet via an
alternative means.

4. DIVISION OF FLEETS INTO GROUPS
4.1 The fleet will be sailed in ONE fleet and will not be divided into groups.

5. SCHEDULE OF RACES
5.1 Twelve (12) races are scheduled for the event.
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5.2 The schedule will be as per NOR 5.4.

Thursday 29th April 2021 Online Competitors Briefing Released 17:00
Friday 30th April 2021 Online Registration 07:30 to 10:00
Friday 30th April 2021 First Warning Signal 11.55

5.3 On Monday 3rd May 2021 there will be no warning signal after 1500 hours
5.4 The time of the warning signal for the first race on each subsequent day will be posted

on the official notice board on the previous day by 17:30 or the end of the protest time
whichever is later.

5.5 The primary purpose of the Selection Trials is to select teams for the 2021 World and
European Championships and the Development Teams. Therefore, the Selectors and
the Principal Race Officer have the discretion not to hold races in circumstances that
they consider to be inappropriate. Such decisions shall not be grounds to request
redress by any competitor. This changes RRS 62.

6. RACE AREA
6.1 The waters of Portland Harbour will be used.

7. THE COURSE
7.1 The Worlds course will be used as described in the MEIs Attachment C.

8. SCORING
8.1 This section describes scoring for the Selections Trials event only. This changes MEI

17.
8.2 Selection for teams will be made in accordance with the selection policy documents.
8.3 One (1) race must be completed to constitute a series.
8.4 The total score for each boat will be the sum of her scores as follows:

a) When fewer than six (6) races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be
the total of her race scores.
b) When six (6) to twelve races (12) have been completed, a boat’s series score will
be the total of her race scores excluding her worst score.

9. SUPPORT BOATS
9.1 In accordance with Attachment F of the MEIs, Support Boats which are not Official

Support Vessels are not permitted in the race area. Please note that any non-official
support boats launched from WPNSA will incur a fee of £20 per boat, please complete
the online Support Boat Form at
https://www.wpnsa.org.uk/event-support-boat-registration-form and Reception will call
you for payment.  This shall be completed before the boat is launched.

9.2 Refer to the MEIs and SSIs for details. In summary, support boats will not be allowed in
the race area other than those authorised by or agreed with the race committee.

9.3 Except when requested by or agreed with the race committee, coaches and supporters
may not communicate with competitor’s afloat, tow competitors to or from the race area,
or enter the race area.

10. EQUIPMENT CHECKS
10.1 Each boat shall have a valid measurement certificate.
10.2 The equipment a boat will use during the event shall be declared using the online

measurement declaration form no later than 23:59 on Wednesday 28th April, any
equipment substitution after that time shall be in accordance with MEI 19.1.

10.3 Equipment inspection checks may be carried out ashore and on the water at the
discretion of the race committee. The Graded Penalties System as detailed in
Attachment D of the MEIs will be used for infringements.
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11. RISK STATEMENT
Rule 3 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision
to participate in a race or to continue racing is hers alone”.
Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore involves an element of
risk. By taking part in the event, each competitor agrees and acknowledges that:
a) They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept

responsibility for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such
inherent risk whilst taking part in the event;

b) They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their
other property whether afloat or ashore;

c) They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by
their own actions or omissions;

d) Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to
participate;

e) The provision of a race management team, patrol vessels, umpires and other
officials and volunteers by the organiser does not relieve them of their own
responsibilities;

f) The provision of patrol vessel cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in
extreme weather conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances;

g) It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this
venue or this event drawn to their attention in any rules and information produced
for the venue or event and to attend any competitors briefing held at the venue or
view any competitors online briefing.

12. COVID STATEMENT
12.1 By taking part in any of the events covered by this notice of race, each competitor

agrees and acknowledges that they are responsible for complying with any regulations
in force from time to time in respect of COVID-19 and for complying with the WPNSA
and IOCA UK COVID-19 procedures. Competitors and support persons shall comply
with any reasonable request from an event official. Failure to comply may be
misconduct. Reasonable actions by event officials to implement COVID-19 guidance,
protocols or legislation, even if they later prove to have been unnecessary, are not
improper actions or omissions.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information please contact:

IOCA (UK) mailto:admin@optimist.org.uk
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